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Your Postcode: 0X10 9 Collector Id: 
 
Your Collector:  

 

Cholsey Plan Questionnaire 
Version 3.1,  1 August 2006 

 
STOP!    DO NOT THROW AWAY!    IMPORTANT DOCUMENT! 

 
• This is your opportunity to influence the future of Cholsey and what 

facilities are available to you 
• The questionnaire may look long, but it is mostly tick boxes that can be 

completed quickly 
• Filling it in should take no more than 15 minutes of your time 
 
 
The Government wishes to give rural communities a bigger opportunity to run their own affairs, and to 
set out a vision for their town or village to guide future development.  We in Cholsey are seizing this 
opportunity for all to be heard - even those who don’t usually speak up for themselves.   

In September 2005 an ad hoc group of 100 villagers got together to kick off the development of our 
Cholsey plan.  We have consulted widely over the winter and spring, and the next stage in the process 
is this questionnaire, which is designed to gather the views of everybody in the parish. The Parish 
Council and Cholsey 1000 Plus fully support this initiative. 

The data from this questionnaire will help us put together a plan for the parish.  Responses will be 
treated confidentially and we will not publish the views of any identified household. 

The population of Cholsey will soon grow substantially as a result of the development planned for the 
old Fair Mile Hospital site.  This is both an opportunity and a threat, but we can influence the decisions 
which will be taken about our future.  The plan of neighbouring Brightwell-cum-Sotwell directly affected 
SODC policy.  Please help us to gain the same influence in Cholsey. 

 

This project is supported by Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, 
an independent registered charity that aims to improve the quality of 
life for those who live or work in rural Oxfordshire. 
ORCC has checked this questionnaire. 

 
 

For more information or help, please visit www.cholsey.org/parishplan, 
contact your Collector named above, or phone Geraldine on 652910 

 
 
Win a xxxx.  Those who wish to complete Q1 overleaf will be entered for a prize draw.  The 
lucky household will receive …. 
 
 
 
 
 

Please complete this form by Sunday 24th September 
Your Collector will come for it 

The separate Housing Needs Survey should be posted using the envelope provided 
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Your Household 
Q1. If you would like to be entered for the prize draw, then please tell us 
your house or flat number or name:   
 
 
 
Everybody in your household aged 8 and above should complete this questionnaire 
individually.  There is a separate column for each person as in the following example. 
 
 

Q3
A B C D E

What gender are you?
Male � � � � �

Female � � � � �

Person

Bob
Pat

Emily 

(10)

Daniel does not fill it in as he is only 7 years old

Example

 
 
If there are more than 5 people, or you would like to keep responses confidential, 
then please ask for an additional questionnaire by contacting your Collector (named 
on the top of page 1) or by calling Geraldine Kelly on 652910. 
 

Names 
We do not need to know your names, but you might find it useful to write down here 
the initials or nicknames of who is person A, B, C and so on. 
 
Person Initials or names of each person completing the questionnaire 

A  

B  

C  

D  

E  

 
Please answer every question where possible. 
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Household Information 
Q2    

How many people over 8 years old are there in your household?
  

 

And how many people are there who are under 8 years old?   
 

Demographic information 
To help us understand the results from this questionnaire, please tell us something 
about yourself.  The next three questions ask you if you are male or female, what age 
band you fall into and how many years you have lived in Cholsey. 
Each person should tick the appropriate box in their column. 

 Person 

Q3   A B C D E 

What gender are you?  Male �  �  �  �  �  

  Female �  �  �  �  �  
 

Q4   A B C D E 

How old are you?  8-11 �  �  �  �  �  

  12-15 �  �  �  �  �  

 16-19 �  �  �  �  �  
 20-29 �  �  �  �  �  
 30-44 �  �  �  �  �  
 45-59 �  �  �  �  �  
 60-74 �  �  �  �  �  
 75 or older �  �  �  �  �  

 
 

Q5  A B C D E 

less than 1 year �  �  �  �  �  

1 to 5 years �  �  �  �  �  

5 to 10 years �  �  �  �  �  

11 to 20 years �  �  �  �  �  

How many years have 
you lived in Cholsey? 

More than 20 years �  �  �  �  �  
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Community 
Cholsey has over 35 different organisations, societies and clubs (for example: the 
Church, the Horticultural Society, the 5-0 Club).  A comprehensive list can be found 
in the Summer Edition of The Forty magazine. 

 Person 

Q6  A B C D E 

None �  �  �  �  �  

1-2 �  �  �  �  �  
How many Cholsey 
organisations, societies and 
clubs are you involved in? 3 or more �  �  �  �  �  

 

Sports 
What indoor and outdoor sports facilities would you use if they were available in 
Cholsey, and how frequently you would use them?   
In each box in your column below, please write in a “W” if you would use the facility 
every week, a “M” if you would expect to use it every month, a “O” for occasionally 
(less than monthly), or just leave blank if you would not expect to use the facility at 
all. 
 

Q7  A B C D E 

Badminton      

Basketball      

Exercise classes eg Aerobics      

Gym      

Indoor hockey      

Short mat bowls      

Outdoor bowling green      
All weather pitch 

 
     

Paddling pool      

How 
frequently 
would you use 
these indoor 
and outdoor 
facilities? 
 

Skateboard park      
Write in W for weekly, M for monthly,  O for occasionally, or leave blank for never 

 
Please note that you can add general comments at the end of the questionnaire. 
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Recreation Ground, Playground and youth facilities 
The next questions concern the Playground and Recreation Ground facilities, the 
facilities for young people, and the possible need for investment. 
 

Q8  A B C D E 

For 0-3 years      

For 4-7 years      

For 8-11 years      

For 12-15 years      

For 16 and over      

How would you rate the 
overall provision of the 
current playground/ 
recreation ground facilities 
for the following ages? 
Please write in a number 
from 1 to 5 as follows.       

Blank=No opinion; 1=Very poor;  2=Poor; 3=OK; 4=Good; 5=Excellent  
 

Q8

Bob Pat Emily

How would you rate the 
overall provision of the 
current playground/
recreation ground 
facilities for the following 
ages?
Please write in a number 
from 1 to 5 as follows

For 0-3 years

For 4-6 years

For 8-11 years

For 12-15 years

A B C D E

3 2

3 3 2

2 2 1

1

Blank=No opinion; 1=Very poor;  2=Poor; 3=OK; 4=Good; 5=Excellent

Example

1For 16 and over

 
 

Q9  A B C D E 

Externally-accessible toilets 
 

�  �  �  �  �  

Picnic areas/benches �  �  �  �  �  

Refreshment kiosk �  �  �  �  �  
      
      

Which of 
these 
facilities is 
most needed 
in the 
recreation 
ground?  Please tick only one box 
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Please complete the next two questions only if you are aged 8-19, otherwise go on to Q12. 
 

Q10   For 8-19 year olds  A B C D E 

Multi-use games area      

Youth shelter      

      

How would you rate 
these youth facilities? 
Please write in a 
number from 1 to 5 as 
follows.       

Blank=No opinion; 1=Very poor;  2=Poor; 3=OK; 4=Good; 5=Excellent  
 

Q11   For 8-19 year olds   A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  

If Cholsey had a youth 
club catering for your age 
group, would you join it? 

Don’t know �  �  �  �  �  
 
Please complete the next question if you are aged 18 or over, otherwise go on to Q13. 
 

Q12   For those 18 years old and over  A B C D E 

Unable/None �  �  �  �  �  

1-2 hours �  �  �  �  �  

2-4 hours �  �  �  �  �  

If Cholsey had a youth club, 
how many hours per week would 
you be prepared to commit to 
help run it? 

More than 4 �  �  �  �  �  
 
We will be asking for volunteers later in the year. 

Social club 
The Fair Mile Sports and Social Club provides its members with social, bar, live 
entertainment and indoor sports activities including snooker, darts, pool and table 
tennis.  Within the plan for the Fair Mile site, the club aims to not only preserve its 
future, but also to expand the range of facilities offered and make itself a more 
attractive social amenity to the residents of Cholsey by adding a games hall 
(badminton, basketball, short mat bowls) and, subject to demand, a bowling green 
and two additional tennis courts. 
 

Q13  A B C D E 

I am already a member 
 

�  �  �  �  �  

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  

Don’t know �  �  �  �  �  

Would you 
consider applying 
for membership of 
the Social Club? 
 

Tick one box only 
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Churches 
St Mary’s Parish Church is the oldest organisation in the village and has had a major 
influence on our heritage and sense of community.  St Mary’s, the Free Church and 
other churches in the Wallingford area are now working together to improve the 
facilities they offer. 
 

Q14  A B C D E 

Christian teaching �  �  �  �  �  

Opportunities for worship �  �  �  �  �  

Baptisms, weddings, funerals �  �  �  �  �  

Help for those in need locally �  �  �  �  �  

Help for others in need �  �  �  �  �  

Which 
facilities 
are 
important 
to you 
personally?   

Historic preservation �  �  �  �  �  

Please tick all those facilities which are important to you personally  
 
Library 
The next two questions are concerned with library facilities. 
 

Q15  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Would you use a 
permanent library if 
Cholsey had one? Don’t Know �  �  �  �  �  

 
Please complete the next question if you are aged 18 or over, otherwise go on to 
Q17. 
 

Q16   For those 18 years old and over  A B C D E 

Unable/None �  �  �  �  �  

1-2 hours �  �  �  �  �  

2-4 hours �  �  �  �  �  

If we had such a library, how 
many hours per week would you 
be prepared to commit to help 
run it? 

More than 4 �  �  �  �  �  
 
We will be asking for volunteers if and when this project proceeds. 
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Schools 
The Education Authority is responsible for expanding local schools to handle the 
expected increase in the population of Cholsey.  Many parents are concerned that 
effective plans need to be put in place well in advance and the Parish Plan will press 
for this to happen. 
In addition to encouraging forward planning, some local parents have said that they 
would like to see increased childcare facilities at Cholsey school, before and after 
lessons, or throughout the holidays.  Which of the following would you use? 
 

Q17  A B C D E 

Breakfast club 
 

�  �  �  �  �  

After school club �  �  �  �  �  

Would you use the 
following now or in the 
future?  

Holiday play scheme �  �  �  �  �  

 Please tick any that apply 
 
Health 
Currently, the Pharmacy provides the only health facility in Cholsey.  However, 
Cholsey’s population has now reached the threshold at which it is considered to be 
able to support a Doctor’s surgery.. 
 

Q18  A B C D E 

Very important �  �  �  �  �  

Fairly important �  �  �  �  �  
How do you rate the need 
for a Doctor’s Surgery in 
Cholsey? Not important �  �  �  �  �  

 
If you ticked the ‘Very important’ or ‘Fairly important’ boxes above, then please 
answer the next question.  Otherwise go on to Q20. 
 

Q19  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Would you still use such a 
Surgery if it was located on the 
Fair Mile site? Don’t Know �  �  �  �  �  

 
Q20  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
If an NHS dentist set up in 
Cholsey, would you apply to 
be registered? Don’t Know �  �  �  �  �  
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Q21  A B C D E 

Very important �  �  �  �  �  

Fairly important �  �  �  �  �  
How do you rate the need 
to retain the Hospital 
facilities at Wallingford? Not important �  �  �  �  �  

 
 
Community Buildings 
The village is blessed with several community locations including the School, 
Laurence Hall, Scout Hall and Day Centre. The Pavilion is also expected to be rebuilt 
to at least provide changing rooms, toilets and showers for the Football Club, and 
Council facilities.  
Our consultations have shown a desire for further community amenities in Cholsey, 
including a GP surgery, library, café, indoor sports and a youth club. But where could 
such facilities be located? 
In addition to the Pavilion site, there are other locations that might be possible.  
There is space and redundant buildings at Fair Mile, and English Partnerships also 
owns a strip of land at Celsea Place (off Papist Way).  In addition, Wallingford is 
giving consideration to expanding the sports facility at Hithercroft (close to the 
Cholsey Parish boundary) with the facilities currently at the Castle Leisure Centre. 
 

Q22  A B C D E 

Site of Pavilion �  �  �  �  �  

Fair Mile �  �  �  �  �  

Celsea Place �  �  �  �  �  

What would be an 
acceptable location for 
community facilities? 
 Hithercroft �  �  �  �  �  

Please tick each location that would be acceptable to you 
 

Social problems 
Some residents have reported repeated problems with vandalism, litter, dog-fouling 
or anti-social behaviour.  Which of these do you personally currently find a problem? 
 

Q23  A B C D E 

Vandalism �  �  �  �  �  

Litter �  �  �  �  �  

Dog-fouling �  �  �  �  �  

Which of these do 
you personally find 
a problem currently 
in Cholsey? 
 Anti-social behaviour �  �  �  �  �  

 Tick any that apply 
 
You can enter any additional issues that you have in Q43. 



Page 10 

The River 
The River Thames, the river bank and Cholsey Marsh are important assets. Our 
consultations have revealed that some people would like improvements made to the 
access along Ferry Lane, whilst others believe that such changes would be 
detrimental. 
In the next question, please tick those things that you feel should be improved on 
Ferry Lane, and put a cross against those that should remain unchanged.  Leave 
blank the boxes where you have no opinion. 
 

Q24  A B C D E 

Raised footpath where it floods �  �  �  �  �  

Improved car parking �  �  �  �  �  

Improved slipway �  �  �  �  �  

Possible 
changes in 
Ferry 
Lane. 
 Footbridge to Little Stoke �  �  �  �  �  

Tick where you agree, put a cross for disagree, or leave blank for no opinion 
 

Field paths 
The next question concerns the public footpaths, bridleways and byways in the 
countryside around Cholsey (referred to here as field paths). 
 

Q25  A B C D E 

More than once a week �  �  �  �  �  

About once a week �  �  �  �  �  

About once a month �  �  �  �  �  

Less than once a month �  �  �  �  �  

How often do you 
use the field 
paths around 
Cholsey? 

Never �  �  �  �  �  
 

Street lighting 
Some people would like more lights to make it safer to walk after dark, while others 
would prefer fewer or better designed lights to reduce light pollution so that they can 
see the night sky more easily.  What do you think? 
 

Q26  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Do you think that more 
lighting is needed in some 
parts of Cholsey? Don’t Know �  �  �  �  �  
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Q27  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Do you think that light 
pollution is a problem that 
needs tackling in Cholsey? Don’t Know �  �  �  �  �  

 

Traffic and parking 
The next three questions concern problems with traffic. 
 
Some people have told us that speeding is a problem in Cholsey.  We now want to 
find out more about which parts of the parish are affected. 
 

Q28  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Is speeding a significant 
problem where you live? 

Don’t Know �  �  �  �  �  
 
The parking by the shops in the centre of the village is often insufficient for the 
number of vehicles.  Some believe we could increase the number of spaces without 
impacting the visual amenity of The Forty, for example by enlarging the current lay-
bys.  Others would like to see no change.  What do you think? 
 

Q29  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Would you like to see more 
parking facilities by the 
shops? No opinion �  �  �  �  �  

 
Those who use Church Road have expressed concerns for safety with regard to the 
parking near the school at drop-off and pick-up times.  Some people use the Church 
car park instead, and this could be encouraged if there were a safe route from there 
to the school.  In addition, those using the Church could benefit from such a new 
footway. 
 

Q30  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Do you think we need a 
footway between the school 
and the church? No opinion �  �  �  �  �  
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Cycle paths and buses 
Several routes have been suggested for new or upgraded cycle paths:   

• Along the Reading Road from Fair Mile to Wallingford 
• Along the Wallingford Road to Wallingford 
• Around the Recreation Ground from the Pavilion to the School 

 
Which of these would you use on a regular basis (at least once a week on average)? 
 

Q31  A B C D E 

Reading Road �  �  �  �  �  

Wallingford Road �  �  �  �  �  

Which of these 
cycle paths would 
you use regularly? 

Around the Rec. �  �  �  �  �  

 Tick any that apply 
 
Cholsey no longer has a bus to/from Wallingford after about 6.30 pm.  Is this a 
significant problem for you? 
 

Q32  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Would you benefit from an 
evening bus service to/from 
Wallingford? No opinion �  �  �  �  �  

 
Winterbrook 
Even though Winterbrook is part of Cholsey Parish, it is often treated by planning and 
other authorities as part of Wallingford.  Many of the residents of Winterbrook also 
tend to use Wallingford rather than Cholsey facilities. 
It is possible that given the links between Winterbrook and Wallingford that the 
boundaries could be changed and Winterbrook could become part of Wallingford 
town. This could lead to extra pressure for new houses to be built up to the ring road. 
A further consequence would be that council tax for those in Winterbrook may rise to 
be in line with Wallingford which is currently slightly higher than that of Cholsey (£33 
p.a. for a Band D property in FY06/07). 
Please also note in answering this question that if Winterbrook were to become part 
of Wallingford town, then council tax might also have to rise for other Cholsey 
residents as the income from Winterbrook would no longer contribute to Cholsey 
Parish. 
 

Q33  A B C D E 

In Cholsey �  �  �  �  �  

Wallingford �  �  �  �  �  
Should Winterbrook remain in 
the Cholsey Parish or become 
part of Wallingford? No opinion �  �  �  �  �  
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Housing and development 
English Partnerships, a government agency, has the responsibility for developing the 
site of the old Fair Mile Hospital.  They are currently seeking a developer and if 
successful then work could start within the next year.  No decision on the number of 
flats and houses will be taken until later in the process, but figures in the range 150-
370 have been mentioned. 
Such a sizable development will need additional infrastructure, such as shops, 
schools and playgrounds.  One view is that the development should be largely self-
contained with most of these and other facilities on the site.  An alternative view is 
that the complex should be integrated with the village, with some of the infrastructure 
investment helping to improve shared facilities.  What do you think?  
 

Q34  A B C D E 

Separate �  �  �  �  �  

Integrated �  �  �  �  �  
Should the Fair Mile complex 
be separate or integrated 
with the village? No opinion �  �  �  �  �  

 
District council policy is that 40% of new developments should be affordable housing.  
Affordable can mean low-cost rented or shared ownership or lower cost starter 
homes. 
Normally, affordable housing is open to all those on the SODC waiting list. However, 
do you think that people with a Cholsey connection should have priority at Fair Mile? 
 

Q35  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Do you think that Cholsey 
people should have priority for 
affordable housing at Fair Mile? No opinion �  �  �  �  �  

 
Some say that low cost housing is not the only thing we are short of in Cholsey. 
 

Q36  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Does Cholsey need some new 
larger houses as well as 
smaller ones? No opinion �  �  �  �  �  
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Many properties in Cholsey have large gardens which have the potential for 
additional housing.  However, some people believe that such developments should 
be restricted to retain the rural feel of the parish. 
 

Q37  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Do you think that new housing 
on garden land within Cholsey 
should be allowed? No opinion �  �  �  �  �  

 

Sustainability and the economy 
Some people believe we should encourage residents and the authorities to adopt a 
“greener” approach.  Improving “sustainability” would mean, for example, more 
recycling, making homes more energy efficient, reducing car usage and encouraging 
the use of alternative sources of energy such as solar and wind power. 
 

Q38  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  
Do you think that we should 
actively increase sustainability 
in Cholsey? No opinion �  �  �  �  �  

 
 
The average distance travelled by Cholsey residents to work is almost ten miles.  
Increasing local employment might reduce this figure. 
 
There are already several small businesses in Cholsey that use converted farm 
buildings and the like.  We could actively encourage further development on a similar 
scale, provided it was in keeping with the village and did not cause traffic or 
environmental problems. 
 

Q39  A B C D E 

Yes �  �  �  �  �  

No �  �  �  �  �  

Would you find such a small 
business park acceptable? 

No opinion �  �  �  �  �  
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Prioritisation 
It is unlikely that all the extra facilities considered in this questionnaire can be 
provided.  Please indicate which you feel are the top three priorities. 
 

Q40  A B C D E 

GP Surgery      

NHS Dentist      

Library      

Indoor sports facilities      

Outdoor sports facilities      

Improved play/rec. ground      

Youth club      

Social club facilities      

Cycle paths      

Footway school to church      

What would 
you most like 
to see in 
Cholsey? 
 
Enter a 1, 2 
and 3 
against your 
top three 
wants. 
 
 

Enter a 1, 2 or 3 against your top three wants 
 
There are several possible sources for funds to cover the costs of development of the 
above (such as Fair Mile development funds, lottery and so on), but running costs 
might have to be subsidised from council tax. 
Please note that the next question relates to a property that has an average “Band D” 
council tax charge.  The equivalent figures for a small (Band A) property are £13, £27 
and £40, and for a large (Band F) property are £29, £58 and £87. 
 

Q41  A B C D E 

Not at all �  �  �  �  �  

£20 per year �  �  �  �  �  

£40 per year �  �  �  �  �  

£60 per year �  �  �  �  �  

How much would you be 
prepared to see the 
Council Tax rise to 
subsidise running costs? 
(for an average Band D 
property) Don’t know �  �  �  �  �  

 
Your other comments 
The last two questions overleaf are for your other written comments. 
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Person Q42 What one thing would most improve your life in Cholsey?   

A  

B  

C  

D  

E  

 
Person Q43 Please write any further comments below. 

A  

B  

C  

D  

E  

 
Thank you.  Your Collector will collect your questionnaire. 

Please have it ready by Sunday 24th September. 


